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Alfred the Gnome 
was Anna’s traveling 

companion during 
the last six years.
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Is Kershaw County being left behind?
Economic development: Building a workforce

By JIM TATUM
C-I (Camden, S.C.) senior staff writer
jtatum@chronicle-independent.com

One of the most important elements in economic 
development is the availability of a trained workforce. 

In Kershaw County, that is translating to efforts 
across several levels and organizations.

Kershaw County Council Chairman Julian Burns, 
who is leading an effort to jump start economic 
development in Kershaw County, has been working 
on a number of projects, including a staff survey and 
analysis of industrial product inventory and needs.

“We need to know what we have and what we need,” 
he said. “And we must invest in ourselves.” 

Burns also has been busy building relationships 
with industry leaders and working to determine their 
needs. 

Those needs are multi-faceted, but the number one 

thing they currently want is a trained, ready workforce, 
Burns said.

“We are keen to see a trained and ready work force, 
so as to fuel the economic growth needed to provide 
jobs and to assure revenues to build a better future in 
schools, recreation, infrastructure and quality of life 
for the well being of our county,” Burns said.

To that end, a number of entities and individu-
als, from State Sen. Vincent Sheheen and State Rep. 
Laurie Funderburk to Kershaw County Council, 
the Kershaw County Economic Development Office, 
Kershaw School District (KCSD) and Central Carolina 
Technical College (CCTC) are working on a long-term 
plan to develop a new CCTC Campus at I-20 Exit 98.

One idea Kershaw County and the school dis-
trict want to implement is to relocate the district’s 
Applied Technology Education Campus (ATEC) to the 
new CCTC campus. The project to move ATEC there 
was included in a failed school bond referendum in 

November 2014. The idea is to central-
ize technical learning; students could 
take college courses and complete high 
school requirements at the combined 
campus.

Sheheen said he believes one of 
the most important, if not the most 
important area Kershaw County 
can and should concentrate on 
is workforce development, which 
is why he believes so strongly in 
the CCTC project.

“The CCTC project is critical,” 
Sheheen said. “That’s why I got 
$1.5 million to help build the 
CCTC campus and why we’re 
trying to get another $1.5 mil-
lion for it,” 

?
 In order to train an even better future workforce, local elected officials, the school district 
and others want to combine the Applied Technology Education Campus (ATEC, left), cur-
rently housed off of U.S. 1 North in east Camden, and Central Carolina Technical College 

(CCTC, right) at I-20 Exit 98. A project to combine the schools was part of a failed set of 
referenda voters rejected in November 2014, but is expected to be part of new referenda in 
November 2016.

See Economy, Page 4

1999 Camden High School grad 
captures the world in pictures

All-County Academic Teams: 20 Years

By MARTIN L. CAHN
C-I (Camden, S.C.) editor
mcahn@chronicle-independent.com

On March 25, Anna Mazurek was in 
northern Chile. WiFi service was 

“pretty sporadic” in places 
and didn’t work at all for 

two days as the month 
drew to a close and 

Anna didn’t expect 
it to for a few more 
days.

Anna, a 1999 
Camden High 
School (CHS) grad-
uate named to that 

year’s Upchurch & 
Jowers All-County 

Academic Team, was on 
one of many assignments 

she undertakes as a profession-
al photographer. She works for 

Apple when she’s back in the 
United States, and a num-

ber of magazines, includ-

 Surrounded by Tibetan prayer flags, 1999 Camden High School graduate and All-
County Academic Team member, Anna Mazurek, gets ready to shoot photographs 
atop Khardung La, the highest motorable pass in the world at more than 18,000 
feet in the Himalayas in India. 

See Mazurek, Page 4

Photos courtesy of Anna Mazurek

Robert Thomas, Camden
Peggy Tate Wallace, Gastonia

Kershaw County's Special Olympics ... see page 4
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Recently, a group from 
Kershaw County led by Burns 
visited the Richland-Lexington 
School District 5 Center for 
Advanced Technical Studies 
(CATS), as well as Lexington 
County’s industrial park, in 
which three major companies 
in the last six years have made 
their home.

The group first spent a cou-
ple of hours touring CATS, 
which was funded by a refer-
endum in 2008 and opened 

its doors to 650 students in 
2013. The school offers a wide 
variety of programs of study 
in four different major areas, 
Fine Arts and Humanities; 
Business Management 
and Information Systems; 
Engineering, Manufacturing 
and Industrial Technology; 
and Health Science, Human 
and Public Services.

The building, which cost 
some $23.5 million to build 
and equip, is built to be multi-
functional, welcoming, condu-
cive to a learning atmosphere; 
the labs and work spaces spa-
cious and set up with state of 
the art equipment.

The school also actively 
works with a wide variety of 
community partners, from 
businesses who hire students 
from the school to other edu-
cational entities such as tech-
nical colleges and universities. 
CATS and the school districts 
are a very important component 
to Lexington County’s economic 
development efforts, Lexington 
County Economic Development 
Director Chuck Whipple said. 

“This is a great example 
of what a community can do 
when everyone works togeth-
er toward a common vision,” 
Burns said. 

KCSD Superintendent Dr. 

Frank Morgan said the facility 
-- and its projected cost -- is 
similar to what was envisioned 
in the bond referendum.

“This is very much the type 
of facility we were envisioning 
in the referendum,” Morgan 
said. “What was particularly 
interesting was that our cost 
(projections) really fit into the 
reality they dealt with, so it 
was kind of fun to see what we 
were thinking in real life.”

More important, the facil-
ity is a very dramatic -- and 
actively successful -- example 
of the link between education 
and economic development, he 
said

“This is what our competi-
tion is doing, not just in terms 
of work force development 
and education but in economic 
development product,” Morgan 
said. “This just screamed how 
important that connection is.”

All things considered, 
Kershaw County is doing fairly 
well with regard to programs 
and options offered within the 
district. A number of programs 
offered at CATS are also avail-
able at ATEC, although some 
may not be quite as in-depth.

Nonetheless, the need for 
a facility similar to CATS in 
Kershaw County is very real, 
Morgan said.

Ultimately, the reality is that 
a facility such as the present 
ATEC simply cannot be retro-
fitted or renovated to accom-
modate the needs of today’s stu-
dents, much less future needs, 
Morgan said.

“The biggest issue is simply 
that it is hard to do the pro-
grams we need to do in a facility 
that is not designed for it,” he 
said. “Learning now is much 
more project-based and inde-
pendent based,” he said. “It’s 
much more difficult to do that in 
a small space. In other words, 
to do real project-based learn-
ing, you need more space -- 
it’s just that simple.”

ing Southern Living, across the 
country and around the world.

Her trek through Chile was 
part of a “seven-month bucket 
list trip” through Central and 
South America. The trip started 
in October 2014.

“I started in October and head 
back to the U.S. in June,” Anna 
said as part of a series of emails. 
“One of the highlights of the 
trip was the month I spent in 
Patagonia. I did some incredible 
hikes in Torres del Paine, Chile; 
and El Chalten, Argentina. The 
fruit in northern Patagonia is 
the best -- I ate fresh berries 
every day!”

Anna said she fell in love 
with photography and traveling 
when she studied in England 
during her junior of college at 
the University of South Carolina 
(USC).

“Photographs were the best 
way to share my experiences 
from my travels with people. At 
the time, I was studying journal-
ism and started to pursue pho-
tography as a career,” she said.

After graduating from USC, 
she decided to attend gradu-
ate school at the University of 
Missouri, earning a master’s 
degree in photojournalism. Anna 
then found work with Southern 
Living, The Birmingham (Ala.) 
News and Rolling Stone maga-
zine.

Did a particular teacher 
inspire her to work in photog-
raphy? Not necessarily, but one 
teacher did inspire her to main-
tain a good attitude in life and 
work: current CHS Principal 
Dan Matthews.

“(He) was my favorite teacher 
in high school,” Anna said. “He 
was my AP calculus teacher my 
senior year. I loved his style, 
laid-back attitude and humor. 
He was also very passionate and 
had a great attitude about life, 

which made the difficult subject 
easier to manage. He even wrote 
my college recommendation let-
ters and always had faith in my 
ability to succeed.”

Taking on Matthews’ attitude 
may have served her in being 
named to the 1999 All-County 
Academic Team. Anna said she 
was excited and honored to be 
part of the team.

“It was a reminder that hard 
work does not go unnoticed. The 
same work ethic led me to suc-
ceed academically in college and 
professionally,” she said.

Anna found she had a passion 
not only for taking pictures, but 
to travel. She said it’s all she’s 
ever wanted to do.

“And that’s exactly what I do,” 
explaining she has traveled to 
42 countries and lived in five.

Anna said when the reces-
sion hit in 2008, it became clear 
her photo contacts would soon 
disappear. What did she do? 
Turned to “globetrotting,” natu-
rally.

“It may seem like a bold move 
in uncertain times, but I gained 
one valuable asset: an abun-

dance of time. It was an epic 
adventure -- eight countries 
in 13 months. I photographed 
bands in Australia for Rolling 
Stone, bungee jumped in New 
Zealand, and camped with yak-
herding nomads in India. The 
best part is that I did it solo,” 
Anna said.

Her 2008 adventure started 
in Australia with a work visa, 
allowing her to get a job manag-
ing photo trips for high school 
students in India and Southeast 
Asia.

“I spent about a third of the 
next five years running trips in 
Asia, teaching English briefly 
and traveling,” Anna said. “I dis-
covered that when I started liv-
ing my daydreams, it redefined 
what I thought was possible 
and expanded my comfort zone. 
Besides, sitting still is boring.”

Her most amazing experience: 
obtaining a photo pass to one 
of the Dalai Lama’s teachings 
at his temple in McLeod Ganj, 
India.

“It took two days and a visit 
to the Tibetan government office 
to get the pass. I was extremely 

lucky. It was 
the most 
a m a z i n g 
experience 
of my life,” she exclaimed.

While she does travel alone, 
Anna actually has a companion 
on her adventures: Alfred the 
Gnome. She posts photographs 
and writes about Alfred on her 
website/blog, TravelLikeAnna.
com, including a “biography:”

“Alfred’s probably the only 
gnome that’s been kicked out 
of the Taj Mahal. I met Alfred 
in Australia. It was love at first 
sight in the garden aisle. For the 
past six years, we’ve been travel 
buddies and trekked across five 
continents together. Alfred loves 
to be photographed. His goal 
is to make people laugh and 
inspire them to travel. I start-
ed making silly gnome cards 
for friends, but started selling 
them on Etsy and art shows 
because people loved them so 
much. Everyone needs a gnome 
in their mailbox!”

Pictures of Alfred include ones 
in Australia, India, Thailand, 
Japan, Costa Rica, Cambodia, 

Malaysia, England, Laos, and 
various points in the U.S., such 
as Charleston, Boston, Chicago, 
San Francisco, Las Vegas and 
Yosemite National Park in 
California.

Anna (and Alfred) often keep 
in touch with her parents, 
Boykin Furniture owner Joe and 
Lucy Mazurek. And, yes, there’s 
a photographic -- or, perhaps, 
videographic would be more 
accurate -- family connection. 
On her professional photogra-
phy website, AnnMazurekPhoto.
com, Anna has devoted space to 
a video she made of her father’s 
group of coffee- and pastry-lov-
ing, woodworking friends, the 
Ugly Men’s Club.

The 2013 video explains 
the history of the store, Joe 
Mazurek’s focus on 18th century 
furniture and his work and then 
moves on to the club and its 
members: Col. Bob McKenzie, 
a Vietnam veteran from 
Michigan; Huey Brown, who’s 

worked on upholstery with his 
wife for about 50 years; Andy 
van Dam, a retired Camden art 
and antique dealer originally 
from The Netherlands; Michael 
Hartis, who’s worked in the 
shop for eight years; and Joseph 
Mazurek, the youngest mem-
ber at 11 (at the time of the 
video), Joe Mazurek’s grand-
son. The late David Howard, a 
University of Kentucky chemi-
cal engineering graduate, was 
also a member featured in the 
video, which is dedicated to his 
memory.

On April 5, Anna was in 
Bolivia, where she said the 
WiFi was “fairly decent.” She’s 
continuing that South American 
“bucket list” trip, Alfred in tow. 
Anna said she hopes to be home 
-- currently Austin, Texas -- by 
June, but don’t be surprised if 
she heads off again for parts 
known and unknown as she 
continues to capture the world 
through her camera lens.

Mazurek
From Front Page

Alfred the Gnome on the beach in Punta Uva, Costa Rica. Anna took this photo of Fushimi Inari Shrine outside Kyoto, Japan, in Janu-
ary 2014. “I got up at 4:30 a.m. and endured 30+ mosquito bites to beat the 
crowds,” she wrote of the photo on her blog. “I didn’t see another foreigner 
for hours. This was by far one of my favorite moments and photos in Japan.”

Economy
From Front Page

Camden Military Academy hosts Special Olympics

By GARY PHILLIPS
C-I (Camden, S.C.) assistant editor
gphillips@chronicle-independent.com

Hundreds of athletes, family 
members and fans converged 
on the football field at Camden 
Military Academy (CMA) on 
Friday for the annual Kershaw 
County Special Olympics. The 
day began with a bus parade 
from the Kmart shopping cen-
ter in Camden along DeKalb 
Street and ending at CMA east 
of Camden.

Friday marked CMA’s 11th 
year as host of the event and 
cadets served as support staff, 
played in the school band or 

took part in the opening cer-
emony. CMA Headmaster Col. 
Eric Boland said participation 
in Special Olympics is a labor 
of love.

“What a wonderful day. I’ve 
said it a lot of times, this is the 
Super Bowl for these children 
and it’s the Super Bowl for us. 
We just love it,” Boland said. 
“We’ve been doing this 11 years, 
watching the smiling faces and 
then hearing about it the whole 
rest of the year,”

Boland said even though the 
event is held at CMA, Special 
Olympics is truly a community 
effort he, his staff and cadets are 
pleased to be part of.

“The community is so support-
ive. The fire department comes 
out and the Camden police have 
always been so supportive and 
Billy Newman and Cleatus Ray 
have just taken this thing over 
and organized it to the hilt,” 
Bolin said. “We actually do the 
easy part. We come out and 
host it, but they do all the hard 
work.”

Participants competed in a 
variety of events including foot 
races and a tennis ball throw. 
An inflatable bounce house and 
slide were set up on one end 
of the field. The CMA dining 

hall served up a hotdog, chips 
and cookies lunch for all who 
attended.

Kershaw County School 
District Superintendent Dr. 
Frank Morgan said he has seen 
the athletes make great prog-
ress from one year to the next. 

“This is always one of my 
favorite days of the year, just 
because the whole community 
comes together for some really 
important kids,” Morgan said. 
“What’s always interesting to 
me is that from year to year, I 
can remember what they looked 
like the year before and how 

much they’ve grown and how 
much more physically adept 
they’ve become because of the 
work of their teachers.”

Morgan related the story of 
one particular girl who serves as 
an example of the progress that 
can be accomplished.

“She came to school here as a 
3 or 4 year old and she couldn’t 
walk. They used to cart her 
around on a standing wheel-
chair,” Morgan said. “Well, I just 
watched her walking around 
and participating, so this is also 
a tribute and credit to all those 
teachers and community mem-

bers who work with these kids.”
Kershaw County Board of 

School Trustees Chairman Ron 
Blackmon said Special Olympics 
is a fun day for everyone and it 
has grown over the years.

“This event exceeds itself 
every year. It just gets better 
and better since it’s been start-
ed at Camden Military. They 
do such an excellent job here, 
everybody on the staff, all of the 
kids, Eric Boland and all of his 
personnel.” Blackmon said. “The 
kids really enjoy themselves 
here. You can just see all the fun 
and the atmosphere here.”

 Members of “Team Wateree” from Wateree Elementary School march out during Friday’s opening ceremonies of this 
year’s Special Olympics at Camden Military Academy.

 Gary Phillips/C-I

Col. Eric Boland, headmaster of Camden Military Acad-
emy (CMA) welcomes athletes, parents, teachers, volun-
teers and the public to Friday’s Special Olympics. CMA 
hosted the event for the 11th year.


